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field in 1875), arid on the following clay the
Princes landed at Ismailia and proceeded to
Cairo, to become the guests of the Khedive
until they rejoined their ship at Alexandria.
From Cairo they made an expedition to the
Pyramids and Heliopolis, recording afterwards
most carefully all they had learnt concerning
the ancient dynasties of Egypt. Like all
travellers in this country and in Palestine,
they were struck by the continuity of daily
life and custom. An aged trunk was pointed
out to them as the one under which the
Holy Family had rested when they fled from
Herod's wrath. Whether that old, old tree
really dated back so far was of little moment
compared with the reality that impressed the
young travellers. Here they were standing
on the route most probably followed on that
wondrous journey. They took their station
in the shade near the sweet-water well, and
saw the blindfold oxen leading round the
wooden wheel that filled the jars from the
spring. The water ran over the fields green
with pulse and clover, and the whole scene was
unchanged from that which met the eye of the
Virgin Mother as she rested in the orchard-
garden with the Holy Child upon her knee.
The journey up the Nile  brought them
face to face with the vanished civilisation and